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Numismatic  Nuggets  from  the 
American  Society  of  Curio  Collectors  Bulletin 

Volume  I 

Wayne  K.  Homren 

The  American  Society  of  Curio 
Collectors  Bulletin  (A.S.C.C.B.)  was  a 
short-lived  hobby  publication  that  is  little 
known  in  the  numismatic  community 
today.  Billed  as  "A  Quarterly  Magazine 
of  Pleasure  and  Profit  for  the  Man  or 
Woman  with  a Hobby,"  it  was  the 
"Official  Organ  of  the  American  Society 
of  Curio  Collectors,"  and  was  published 
by  Managing  Editor  Roy  Farrell  Greene 
in  Arkansas  City,  Kansas.  Volume  1, 

Number  1 appeared  on  November  15, 

1905.  Encompassing  a wide  range  of 
collecting  hobbies,  it  contained  articles 
and  correspondence  by  collectors  of  such 
diverse  items  as  Indian  and  Civil  War 
relics,  seashells,  fossils,  minerals,  birds, 
cigar  bands,  street  car  transfer  tickets, 
and  coins. 

Curiously,  only  one  group  of  collectors  was  explicitly  excluded.  "All 
honest  collectors,  whatever  their  chosen  branch  of  collecting,  except  stamps , are 
invited  to  join.  We  do  not  solicit  stamp  collectors  as  members,  as  there  are  so 
many  good  philatelic  societies  now  in  existence." 

The  present  article  provides  an  introduction  to  the  numismatic  content 
of  Volume  I of  the  publication.  Sprinkled  throughout  are  interesting  papers  and 
gems  of  gossip  which  illustrate  the  state  of  the  numismatic  fraternity  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century.  The  Society’s  rolls  included  many  of  the  day’s  numismatic 
luminaries.  The  1905  membership  roster  included  the  following  well-known 
dealers  and  collectors: 

41  Thomas  L.  Elder,  New  York,  NY 
52  Luther  B.  Tuthill,  South  Creek,  NC 
54  Geo.  F.  Heath,  Monroe,  MI 

124  Elmer  Sears,  Fall  River,  MA 

208  E.  L.  Bangs  Baltimore,  MD 


4-  5.  of  C.  C. 
Bui  I e tin 


A (puartrrln  fHonaEutr 
uf  piraaurr  atih  JJratil 
fur  thr  iHan  ur  ffloimni 
until  a fiolilni 

$prittn  ^’umbrr.  1SD0 
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231  W.  G.  Jerrems,  Jr.  Chicago,  IL 
277  Charles  Steigerwalt  Lancaster,  PA 
336  Wayte  Raymond,  Norwalk,  CT 

350  Herbert  E.  Morey,  Boston,  MA 

370  John  Beck,  Pittsburgh,  PA 

378  Ben  G.  Green,  Chicago,  IL 

E.  L.  Bangs  served  as  "head  of  the  numismatic  identification 
department."  His  report  in  the  November,  1905  issue  states  that  he  had 
responded  to  63  inquiries  from  members  in  the  past  18  months.  "I  am  very  glad 
to  be  of  help  to  members  and  am  willing  to  give  my  time  and  the  benefits  of  my 
expertise  to  the  work  of  identification,  but  must  insist  that  those  who  profit  pay 
all  expense  of  postage." 


Numismatic  Articles 

Numismatic  feature  articles  in  the  A.S.C.C.  Bulletin  include  the 
following: 

Elder,  T.  L.,  Ancient  and  Medieval  Coins  in  Their  Relation  to 

History  and  Art  (Vol  1,  Nsl,  November  15,  1905,  p32-33) 

Elder,  T.  L.,  Coins  and  Paper  Money.  (Vol  1,  N^,  February  15, 

1906,  p28-29) 

Heaton,  A.  G.,  Collectors  Should  Keep  Books.  (Vol  1,  Nfil, 

November  15,  1905,  p33) 

Raymond,  Wayte.  Desirable  Sets  of  Coins.  (Vol  1,  N^,  May  15, 

1906,  pl7-18) 

The  numismatic  articles  are  rather  broad  in  scope  and  are  aimed  at  the 
general  collecting  populace.  The  real  gems  for  numismatic  researchers  lie  in 
the  various  announcements,  letters,  advertisements  and  short  features  relating 
to  the  Society’s  numismatic  members. 

Numismatic  Societies 

The  Bulletin  carried  news  relating  to  numismatic  organizations.  In 
particular,  the  formation  and  activities  of  the  Columbus  Numismatic  Society 
were  chronicled  beginning  with  the  February  15,  1906  issue. 
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On  the  evening  of  January  10,  last,  a number  of  coin  collectors 
residing  in,  or  near,  Columbus,  Ohio,  met,  pursuant  to  call,  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Henderson  and  organized  the  Columbus 
Numismatic  Society,  which  is  to  be  a branch  of  the  A.NA  ...  As 
nearly  all  the  members  of  this  Columbus  society,  and  at  least 
three  of  the  four  officers,  are  A.S.  of  C.C.  members,  the  Bulletin 
feels  much  interested  in  its  success,  and  sincerely  hopes,  in  the 
words  of  good  old  Rip,  "may  it  live  long,  and  prosper!"  (Vol  1, 

N*2,  p30-31) 

Minutes  of  the  first  two  meetings  of  the  society  appeared  later  in  the 
same  issue.  At  the  first  meeting,  Secretary  Arthur  B.  Coover  read  a paper  on 
Ohio  paper  money.  The  second  meeting  was  an  exhibit  night  featuring  a 
collection  of  uncirculated  Masonic  Mark  Pennies.  The  April  and  May  meeting 
minutes  appeared  in  the  May  15  issue.  The  Society  congregated  in  May  at  the 
homes  of  officers  H.  E.  Buck  and  D.  L.  Zeigler  in  Delaware,  Ohio. 


Publication  Announcements 
House  Organs 

The  early  part  of  this  century  was  a period  of  rapid  growth  in  the 
numismatic  hobby.  This  growth  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  new  publications 
devoted  expressly  to  numismatics.  Two  such  house  organs  were  announced  in 
the  pages  of  the  A.S.  of  C.C.  Bulletin  in  the  Winter,  1906  issue: 

The  Bulletin  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  ...  Vol  1,  N5^,  (January) 
of  "The  Coin  Cabinet"  published  by  Geoffrey  Charlton  Adams, 

New  York  City,  a little  magazine  which,  as  its  name  indicates,  is 
devoted  to  numismatics,  and  is  a very  readable  publication.  "The 
Elder  Monthly",  Vol  1,  NC1  (March),  published  by  Thos.  L.  Elder, 

New  York  City,  has  also  reached  the  Bulletin’s  editorial  table, 
and  has  been  found  to  be  one  of  the  cleverest  magazines  of  its 
size,  that  has  been  issued  in  late  years  for  profit  and  pleasure  of 
curio  collectors.  Each  of  the  ...  publications  is  deserving  of 
success,  and  the  Bulletin  wishes  ...  all  kinds  of  prosperity.  (Vol  1, 

N*2,  p32) 

Adams  published  only  four  issues  of  his  journal.  In  October,  1906  he  was 
expelled  from  the  A.N.A.  and  soon  disappeared  from  the  numismatic  scene. 
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Elder  would  continue  in  the  business  through  the  1940’s  until  his  death. 
In  a later  issue  of  the  Bulletin  he  advertised  his  publication:  "Have  you  seen  the 
Elder  Monthly?  If  not  send  me  5C  in  stamps  for  a sample  copy.  It  is  the 
newest  collector’s  publication  and  is  as  finely  printed  as  any  book.  Subscription 
50C  per  year."  (Vol  1,  N24,  p36) 


Book  Reviews 

The  Winter,  1906  Bulletin  gave  a glowing  review  to  a new  publication  by 
C.  H.  Shinkle  of  Pittsburgh.  While  little  known  today,  the  booklet  was  a 
forerunner  of  today’s  "Redbook"  and  was  a standard  resource  for  coin  collectors 
of  the  day. 


One  of  the  most  valuable  reference  works  for  the  advanced 
numismatist  as  well  as  for  the  beginner  in  coin  collecting,  is  the  book, 
lately  compiled,  by  C.  H.  Shinkle,  711  Liberty  Street,  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
under  the  title,  "U.  S.  Coin  Values  and  Lists,"  and  which  is  sold  for  $1 
per  copy.  It  gives  in  condensed  form  an  exhibit  of  prices  paid  for 
United  States  coins  at  Auction  Sales  held  in  1903,  1904,  and  1905...  The 
book  has  been  arranged  so  as  to  be  handy  as  a reference  work,  every- 
thing being  tabulated  in  a way  that  the  particular  information  one  is 
seeking  can  be  turned  to  at  once.  No  collector  should  be  without  a 
copy. 


The  Classifieds 

Even  the  Bulletin’s  classified  ads  can  yield  tidbits  of  information  for  the 
numismatic  researcher. 

Robert  P.  King,  care  L.S.  & M.S.  Railway,  Erie,  Pa.  - Paper 
money,  coins,  medals,  or  cash,  for  Lincoln  war  cents,  Lincoln 
medals,  Lincoln  store  cards,  Lincoln  badges  - anything  showing 
head  of  Lincoln.  Correspondence  on  above  subjects  solicited. 

(Vol.  1,  No.  2 (February,  1906),  p45) 

This  shows  that  King  developed  his  interest  in  Lincoln  items  at  least 
three  years  earlier  than  previously  believed.  King  later  published  Lincoln  in 
Numismatics:  A Descriptive  List  of  the  Medals.  Plaques.  Tokens,  and  Coins 
Issued  in  Honor  of  the  Great  Emancipator  in  The  Numismatist  from  1924 
through  1933.  The  work  illustrated  over  1000  items,  and  is  called  "best  on  the 
subject"  by  Clain-Stefanelli. 


Spring,  1993 


7 


Other  Advertising 

The  Bulletin  carried  quarter,  half,  and  full-page  ads  from  many  coin 
dealers.  B.  Max  Mehl  noted  that  he  had  received  an  order  "from  a collector  in 
Japan,  stating  that  his  advertisement  in  the  Bulletin  had  been  noted."  (Vol  1,  N®3, 
p47)  Dealers  who  advertised  include  Worthy  Edwards,  Thomas  Elder,  Lyman 
H.  Low,  B.  Max  Mehl,  H.  E.  Morey,  B.  G.  Johnson,  Luther  B.  Tuthill,  and 
Charles  K.  Warner. 

An  important  announcement  was  carried  in  an  ad  in  the  Summer,  1906 
number.  The  22  year  old  shoe  clerk  named  B.  Max  Mehl  declared: 

WITH  PLEASURE 

I beg  to  advise  my  many  friends  and  patrons  that 
I now  devote  all  my  time  to  the  coin  business. 

Before  this  it  was  a "side  line"  with  me,  but  thanks 
to  the  esteemed  patronage  favored  me  by  many  of 
the  "faithful",  my  business  grew  to  such  an  extent 
that  I was  obliged  to  abandon  all  other  interests 
and  devote  all  my  time  serving  those  who  find  me 
worthy  of  a share  of  their  esteemed  Numismatic 
favors.  (Vol  4,  Ncl) 

Biographies  and  Gossip 

The  Bulletin’s  folksy  style  encompassed  biographic  sketches  of  its 
members,  as  well  as  current  events.  The  following  excerpts  are  taken 
from  throughout  the  Bulletin,  including  the  "Round  Table"  section  which 
contained  "Personal  Gossip  About  Certain  of  our  Members.  What  they 
Have  Done  and  are  Doing,  With  Reasons  Therefor." 

"H.  E.  Buck,  of  Delaware,  O.,  is  the  manager  of  an  interurban 
electric  car  line,  and  of  course,  a very  busy  man,  but  he  finds 
time  to  keep  himself  posted  on  curio  matters  and  add  to  his 
extensive  general  collection  of  antiques  and  relics  from  time  to 
time.  Mr.  Buck  has  a coin  collection  worth  somewhere  near 
$5,000..."  (Vol  1,  Nfil,  p22) 

"E.  C.  Eisengart,  of  Pittsburg,  PA,  has  gone  out  of  the  coin  business, 
which  he  was  engaged  in  for  a number  of  years,  and  is  devoting  his 
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attention  to  his  collection...  When  he  disposed  of  his  coin  business  he 
kept  a portion  of  paper  money  stock..."  (Vol  1,  N21,  pl7) 

"Thomas  L.  Elder,  formerly  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  but  now  engaged  in  the 
coin  business  in  New  York  city,  can  boast  of  an  ancestral  tree  that 
should  be  a source  of  as  much  pride  as  it  is  of  interest,  but  Elder  is 
much  too  modest  to  boast  at  all."  (Vol  1,  N®3,  p25) 

The  article  notes  that  Elder’s  great-great-grandfather,  John  Knox,  played 
a key  role  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  (1759)  in  command  of  a unit  of  British 
soldiers. 

"Dr.  J.  M.  Henderson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  a splendid  coin 
and  paper  money  collection  and  is  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
numismatists  in  the  Buckeye  state.  His  collection  seems  to  be 
envied  by  others,  and  these  others  seem  to  be  so  anxious  to 
acquire  it  that  they  are  uncaring  of  the  means  they  employ. 

Twice  since  Dr.  Henderson  had  been  gathering  numismatic 
treasures  he  has  had  his  collection  stolen  by  burglars.  After  these 
two  experiences  he  purchased  a safe  which  was  placed  in  his 
office  as  a repository  for  the  coins..."  (Vol  1,  Ne4,  pl4) 

"W.  J.  Jerrems,  Jr,  a collector  of  fossils,  is  more  deeply  interested  in  his 
numismatic  collection.  His  specialty  may  be  said  to  be  Greek  and 
Roman  coins,  and  he  is  especially  interested  in  the  series  of  medium  and 
small  bronze  coins  of  the  rulers  of  the  Roman  Empire  from  the  time  of 
Diocletion  till  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Honorius."  (Vol  1,  Nsl,  pll) 

"J.  S.  Morrison,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ills.,  is  one  of  our  members  who 
devotes  his  attention  as  a collector  almost  entirely  to  coins,  of  which  he 
has  an  interesting,  though  not  large,  collection.  His  United  States  coins 
number  something  over  two  thousand  specimens,  and  his  foreign 
something  more  than  this.  He  possesses  over  four  hundred  varieties  of 
the  United  Stats  cent,  prior  to  1857,  and  his  collection  of  Chinese  coins 
numbers  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  specimens  ...  (Vol  1,  N®3,  p26) 

"Wayte  Raymond  is  connected  with  the  City  National  Bank,  of  South 
Norwalk,  Conn,  and  it  is  only  natural  that  his  taste,  as  a collector,  should 
be  for  coins.  Besides  possessing  a notable  collection,  it  may  be  said  that 
he  is  one  of  the  best  posted  numismatists  in  the  country  ...  Mr. 
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Raymond  is  a pleasant  correspondent,  and  a thorough  gentleman  in  all 
of  his  dealings."  (Vol  1,  NeNol,  p22) 

"Luther  B.  Tuthill,  of  South  Creek,  N.C.,  the  well  known  dealer  in 
antiquated  paper  money,  sent  out  to  his  friends  this  year  a unique 
calendar  that  is  as  neat  and  tasty  as  it  is  a splendid  advertising  feature. 
On  a dark  grey  card  there  is  mounted  a genuine  $100  bill,  Confederate 
States  of  America..."  (Vol  1,  N®2,  p30) 

Travels 

The  Bulletin  also  reported  on  the  travels  of  various  members: 

"Thomas  L.  Elder  spent  four  days  in  Philadelphia  the  fore  part 
of  this  month,  having  gone  there  to  attend  a big  coin  sale  held  in 
the  Quaker  City."  (Vol  1,  N^,  p40) 

Perhaps  Elder  attended  the  Chapmans’  May  8,  1906  H.P.  Smith  sale. 

"On  our  editorial  desk  we  find  a letter  from  B.  Max  Mehl,  the 
well  known  Texas  coin  dealer,  who  spent  six  or  eight  weeks  of 
this  summer  in  the  east.  Mr.  Mehl  says  that  his  trip  was  very 
pleasant  as  well  as  profitable  and  he  returned  to  Fort  Worth, 
enthused  and  refreshed.  On  his  way  to  New  York  City  he 
stopped  at  Washington.  D.C..  met  the  dealers  and  coin  collectors 
there,  did  a good  business,  and  then  proceeding  to  New  York  he 
feasted  his  eyes  on  the  elegant  collections  there,  including  the 
immense  collection  of  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeo- 
logical Society  of  which  society  Mr.  Mehl  is  a member.  In 
Boston  he  had  a pleasant  time  and  enjoyed  a good  business, 
having  there  the  pleasure  of  meeting  there  Secretary  Wood,  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association.  In  Philadelphia  Mr.  Mehl 
attended  the  Wetmore  sale  and  purchased  considerably.  He 
visited,  also.  Utica.  Buffalo.  Niagara  Falls.  Chicago,  and  St.  Louis, 
at  all  places  meeting  collectors  and  dealers,  and  combining 
business  with  pleasure.  Mr.  Mehl  says  that  his  northern  and 
eastern  friends  expected  him  to  be  clad  in  "real  Texas"  attire,  and 
some  of  them  felt  really  disappointed  when  he  informed  them 
that  he  did  not  even  carry  a "gun."  (Vol  1,  Nc4,  p28) 


The  Wetmore  sale  was  held  by  S.H.  & H.  Chapman  on  June  27,  1906. 
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Auction  Announcements  and  Reviews 

Numismatic  auctions  were  also  covered  by  the  Bulletin.  The  most 
significant  "first"  was  reported  in  the  May,  1906  issue: 

"B.  Max  Mehl  held  his  first  mail  auction  sale  on  May  12  and  sent  out  a 
very  neat  catalogue  listing  the  items  included  in  the  sale.  There  were 
635  lots  offered  and  some  very  desirable  specimens  were  included..  It 
was  a notable  sale,  and  being  Mehl’s  first  one,  the  Ft.  Worth  man,  the 
Texas  dealer  if  you  please,  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  both  the  offerings 
and  the  sale’s  success."  (Vol  1,  N^,  p42) 

Auctions  mentioned  in  the  pages  of  the  A.S.  of  C.C.  Bulletin  include: 

Thomas  L.  Elder,  Sale  4,  03/30/1906 

B.  Max  Mehl,  Sale  1,  05/12/1906 

H.  E.  Morey,  Sale  113,  05/30/1906 

St.  Louis  Stamp  and  Coin,  Sale  15,  02/26/1906 

St.  Louis  Stamp  and  Coin,  Sale  16,  04/13/1906,  (Geo  Rice) 

St.  Louis  Stamp  and  Coin,  Sale  17,  06/04/1906 

Just  eleven  issues  of  the  A.S.C.C.  Bulletin  were  published.  The  last  issue 
was  dated  August  15,  1908  (Vol  3,  N^).  Like  a shooting  star,  the  publication 
shone  brightly  during  its  brief  history.  Although  rare  today,  the  issues  which 
survive  provide  a fascinating  glimpse  of  numismatic  life  at  the  beginning  of  the 
20th  century. 


Epilogue 

The  American  Society  of  Curio  Collectors  continued  on,  and  its 
publication  reappeared  in  1910  as  Curio  Collector,  published  in  Chicago.  After 
just  two  issues  the  name  changed  again  to  Curio  Bulletin.  A total  of  four 
volumes  were  produced  from  March  1910  to  December  1913,  when  it  became 
Collector’s  Blue  Book  (published  in  Camden,  NJ).  This  incarnation  lasted  until 
January  1915,  when  it  was  merged  with  Stamp  Journal,  also  of  Camden,  NJ. 
And  so  at  last  the  philatelists  had  their  revenge. 

This  article  focused  on  Volume  I of  the  A.S.  of  C.C.  Bulletin,  which  the 
author  located  at  the  Library  of  Congress  in  Washington,  D.C.  Other 
interesting  Numismatic  Nuggets  may  await  discovery  in  the  remaining  volumes 
of  the  series. 
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Book  Review 

Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 

Smith,  Pete.  American  Numismatic  Biographies , Cleveland,  Gold  Leaf  Press, 
1992.  Quarto,  (3)  252  pages,  printed  on  rectos  only. 

We  live,  lamentably,  in  an  age  of  rampant  specialization.  Long  gone  are 
the  days  when  "encyclopedists"  like  Denis  Diderot  strove  to  capture  all  useful 
human  knowledge  between  the  boards  of  books.  Today’s  scholar  is  apt  to  focus 
on  an  incredibly  narrow  range  in  the  spectrum  of  potential  data.  The  trend,  as 
some  wit  has  remarked,  has  been  for  intellectuals  to  learn  more  and  more 
about  less  and  less,  so  that  we  can  predict  with  melancholy  certainty  that 
ultimately  they  will  come  to  know  everything  about  nothing. 

As  a result  of  this  orgy  of  specialization,  the  gaps  in  our  knowledge  base 
are  many  and  massive.  No  one  anymore  dares  attempt  the  big  project,  the 
grand  synthesis,  for  fear  that  they  will  be  flayed  by  hordes  of  specialists. 
Delvers  today,  therefore,  have  been  forced  to  rely  upon  the  ambitious  scholarly 
products  of  the  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries:  the  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography , the  11th  edition  of  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  or 
Appleton's  National  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography , to  name  just  a few. 

Numismatic  literature  has  not  been  immune  to  this  trend.  With  a few 
notable  exceptions,  such  as  Dave  Bowers’  History  of  U.S.  Coinage  as  Illustrated 
by  the  Garrett  Collection , and  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coinage , the 
literature  of  the  past  several  decades  has  tended  towards  the  micro  as  opposed 
to  the  macro.  Nowhere  has  this  affinity  for  the  narrow  gauge  been  more 
obvious  than  in  the  field  of  numismatic  biography.  Anyone  writing  numismatic 
history  will  need  complete  files  of  The  Numismatist  and  The  American  Journal 
of  Numismatics  for  the  obituaries  they  contain,  plus  threescore  or  so 
numismatic  reference  books,  and,  even  then,  the  life  stories  of  notable  collectors 
and  dealers  are  often  elusive.  Sometimes  they  can  be  gleaned  from  non- 
numismatic  sources;  all  too  often  they  are  simply  unavailable. 

Into  this  great  void,  armed  with  the  spirit  of  Diderot,  has  stepped  Pete 
Smith.  His  American  Numismatic  Biographies  (ANB)  is  certainly  ambitious. 
Smith  faced  the  daunting  task  of  writing  a reference  work  that  could  easily 
contain  5,000  or  more  names.  According  to  the  book’s  introduction,  the  author 
sensibly  decided  to  limit  the  project  to  a manageable  size,  with  an  initial  goal 
of  listing  1,000  names.  As  research  was  conducted,  the  list  grew  to 
approximately  1,400  names,  still  a very  imposing  number. 
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The  author  goes  on,  in  the  introduction,  to  list  the  criteria  by  which  he 
determined  who  would  be  included.  He  settled  upon  16  categories  of  people 
to  be  entered.  These  are: 

1.  Presidents  of  the  United  States 

2.  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury 

3.  Treasurers  of  the  United  States 

4.  Registers  of  the  Treasury,  1861-1933 

5.  Directors  of  the  Bureau  Of  Engraving  and  Printing 

6.  Directors  of  the  Mint 

7.  Persons  in  similar  positions  in  the  Confederacy 

8.  Persons  in  similar  positions  in  colonial  or  territorial  mints 

9.  Persons  appearing  on  official  coins  and  paper  money 

10.  Persons  appearing  on  mint  medals  or  medallions 

11.  Designers  and  engravers  of  official  coins  and  medals 

12.  Authors  of  any  standard  reference,  including  superseded  books 

13.  Writers  of  important  series  of  articles 

14.  Publishers,  editors,  or  columnists  in  important  periodicals 

15.  Presidents  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 

16.  Presidents  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society 

The  author  included  eight  categories  of  individuals  on  a selective  basis. 

1.  Dealers 

2.  Catalogers 

3.  Collectors  with  important  general  collections 

4.  Collectors  important  to  a specialized  field 

5.  Founders  of  numismatic  organizations 

6.  Long-term  officers  in  specialty  organizations 

7.  Superintendents  of  the  mints,  including  branch  mints 

8.  Private  minters  of  coins,  medals,  or  known  copies 

Finally,  the  author  listed  seven  types  of  people  who  were  specifically 
excluded  from  his  book: 

1.  Writers  of  single  articles 

2.  Collectors  who  have  not  made  their  collections  publicly  known 

3.  Officers  in  local  or  regional  organizations 

4.  Short-term  officers  in  specialty  organizations 

5.  Publishers  of  insignificant  periodicals 

6.  Dealers  and  writers  specializing  in  foreign  numismatics 

7.  Designers  and  engravers  of  military  badges  and  decorations 
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Smith  carries  off  his  design  quite  well.  The  result  is  a far-ranging  and 
tremendously  useful  compendium  of  knowledge.  For  the  first  time,  a single 
volume  that  offers  biographical  details  on  the  lives  of  the  great  (and  not-so- 
great)  of  the  coin  hobby  throughout  American  history  can  be  consulted.  The 
numismatic  scholar  will  find  it  an  instantly  indispensable  work.  For  example, 
you  have  often  heard  of  the  Davis-G raves  sale  conducted  by  Stack’s  in  1954,  but 
do  you  know  that  George  L.  Davis  (1828-1890),  was  a textile  manufacturer  who 
began  collecting  coins  about  1870,  and  purchased  Colonials  and  Large  Cents 
from  the  Crosby  collection  in  1882?  Without  a copy  of  ANB,  it  might  have 
taken  hours  of  research  to  gather  such  information. 

Naturally,  a work  of  this  scope  and  ambition  contains  both  errors  and 
omissions,  and  any  specialist  worth  his  salt  could  probably  list  a dozen.  To  this 
reviewer’s  way  of  thinking,  however,  to  catalog  such  errata  would  be  petty.  A 
treatise  covering  a small  subject  over  a short  span  of  time  may  have  every  fact 
straight;  a book  covering  1,400  subjects  over  a span  of  hundreds  of  years  is 
bound  to  miss  a few.  The  enormous  value  of  the  work  itself  will  far  outweigh 
any  imperfections  it  contains. 

In  any  case,  many  of  these  errors  and  omissions  will  disappear  in  the 
forthcoming  second  edition.  The  author  will  add  at  least  15  names  and  make 
more  than  2,000  changes  in  the  text,  thus  improving  an  already  invaluable  work. 
The  publishers  could  also  improve  the  second  edition  by  offering  it  exclusively 
in  boards  (only  25  copies  of  the  first  edition  were  hardbound,  while  75  were 
spiral  bound).  The  spiral  binding  does  not  stand  up  to  repeated  use.  Cost  will 
obviously  be  a factor,  but  the  information  contained  within  is  cheap  at  twice  the 
price  of  the  spiral  bound  version.  The  book  could  also  be  rendered  less  bulky 
by  printing  on  both  rectos  and  versos,  instead  of  on  rectos  only,  as  is  the  case 
in  the  First  edition. 

The  ANB  is  a sorely  needed  contribution  to  numismatic  knowledge,  an 
essential  volume  for  anyone  who  has  a serious  interest  in  numismatics.  It  will 
be  especially  useful  for  those  whose  particular  interest  is  numismatic  literature, 
since  the  author  confides,  in  his  introduction,  that  the  biographies  will  have  an 
admitted  bias  toward  literature.  As  he  puts  it,  "Accomplishments  in  writing  and 
publishing  will  result  in  inclusion  where  individuals  without  publishing  credits 
may  be  excluded."  For  producing  ANB,  Pete  Smith  has  earned  his  place  in  the 
numismatic  pantheon.  In  fact,  he  may  well  be  known  henceforth  as  the  "Dr. 
Johnson  of  numismatic  literature." 
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In  Memoriam  - Walter  Breen  1927-1993 

Michael  Hodder 

Each  generation  in  numismatics  is  marked  by  a handful  of  figures  whose 
intellects  or  accomplishments  leave  a lasting  mark  on  the  study  of  coins.  Ours 
has  been  graced  by  the  presence  of  more  than  our  fair  share.  One  by  one  their 
time  on  this  mortal  coil  has  spun  out.  We  lost  Lester  Merkin  last  summer  and 
Norman  Stack  more  recently.  Now  Walter  Breen  has  gone,  and  we  are  left  all 
the  poorer  for  it. 

Walter  does  not  need  either  introduction  or  explanation.  His  work  is  on 
all  of  our  book  shelves,  and  his  influence  is  felt  every  time  we  look  up  a 
mintage  figure  or  study  an  emission  sequence.  Whether  we  knew  him 
personally  or  not,  his  work  has  become  part  of  our  lives  since  we  first  became 
interested  in  coins  or  literature  about  coins. 

No  encomium  will  give  him  sufficient  credit.  He  liked  to  think  of 
himself  as  a true  renaissance  man,  a polymath  who  was  largely  self  taught.  His 
interests  were  broader  than  most  of  ours,  and  so  in  this  present  generation, 
maybe  he  does  deserve  such  a title.  One  accomplishment  that  gave  him  more 
satisfaction  than  most  others  was  his  Cynic’s  Dictionary  ("Coin  Dealer:  a veneer 
of  scholarship  over  a core  of  greed").  His  other  interests  included  science 
fiction,  historical  pharmacology,  and  the  music  of  medieval  southern  France. 
Few  of  us  could  match  the  breadth  and  fewer  still  the  depth  of  knowledge. 

The  numismatic  debt  we  owe  Walter  is  nearly  incalculable.  The  archival 
work  he  did  for  Wayte  Raymond  in  the  1950’s  brought  American  federal 
numismatics  out  of  the  dark  ages.  The  research  work  he  did  on  colonial  coins 
inspired  a generation’s  collectors  to  turn  to  that  field.  Whenever  we  open  a 
"Red  Book"  or  read  a catalogue  description  of  a rarity,  Walter’s  presence  is  not 
far  away  for  he  made  large  parts  of  both  possible.  Just  compare  the  research 
in  any  description  from  the  1940’s  with  one  from  New  Netherlands  in  the  late 
1950’s  or  Pine  Tree  in  the  1970’s. 

Walter  did  not  have  a happy  life.  He  felt  that  he  should  have  properly 
been  a care-giver,  a doctor,  or  a priest  and  not  what  he  became.  Towards  the 
end  of  his  life  his  letters  were  tinged  with  sadness  and  regret  that  his  life  hadn’t 
become  what  he  hoped  it  would.  I did  my  best  to  encourage  him,  but  I don’t 
think  I succeeded.  His  death  was  lonely  and  painful. 

He  believed  he  had  been  here  before  in  different  guises.  He  expected 
to  return  again  in  another  form.  If  he  does,  I hope  it’ll  be  a happier  one. 
Walter  was  a gentle  person  who  just  did  not  fit  into  the  world  we  have  made. 
I didn’t  know  him  well,  but  I knew  his  work,  and  already  1 feel  lonely  without 
him. 
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The  Printer’s  Devil 

Joel  J.  Orosz 

Now  that  the  crocuses  are  starting  to  blow,  it  is  time  to  honor  the 
croaking  blowhards  who  advertise  in  the  coin  papers.  Yes,  it  is  the  fourth 
annual  installment  of  the  "Shammies."  Again,  the  winners  have  been  chosen  by 
the  Academy  of  Wretched  Excess  in  Numismatic  Advertisement,  and  they  are 
being  honored  for  excellence  in  the  employment  of  hyperbole  to  increase  sales. 
The  coin  market  may  have  been  depressed  in  1992,  but  one  would  never  know 
it  to  read  the  ranting  of  the  hucksters.  So,  as  the  envelopes  approach,  sit  down, 
elevate  your  feet,  and  hold  your  nose.  Let  the  Shammies  begin! 

The  "Man  Who  Put  the  Bull  Into  the  Bull  Market"  award  goes  to  David 
A.  Vogel  of  JCV  Investments,  for  the  headline  reading  "Another  Bull  Market 
for  Rare  Coins  May  Soon  Be  Here— This  Means  Rare  Coins  May  Double  or 
Triple  in  Value."  1 

The  Casey  Stengel  Award  for  Torture  of  the  English  Language"  goes  to 
Washington  Rare  Coin  Center  for  the  headline  "WRCC  is  pleased  to  Announce 
a Unique  Rare  Coin  Offering!"  The  ad  then  explains  that  WRCC  is  peddling 
"Swiss  Specimen  Coinage"  with  mintages  of  "not  more  than  100  pieces."  2 

The  "George  Bush  Award  for  Sound  Syntax"  goes  to  Mark  Ruben,  Inc. 
for  this  contradictory  statement:  "For  the  last  several  years,  one  of  the  most 
unappreciated  and  underpriced  areas  in  coin  collecting  has  been  Rare  Date  U. 
S.  Gold  Coins.  Some  of  these  issues  actually  achieved  price  increases,  while 
most  generic  silver  coin  prices  dropped."  Judge’s  comment:  If  they  were 
unappreciated  during  this  time,  why  did  demand  increase?  If  they  were 
underpriced  during  this  time,  why  did  their  price  increase?  3 

The  "Oh,  About  a Thousand  Other  People"  award  goes  to  The  Coin 
Depot,  a division  of  Kirk  Kelly  Rare  Coins,  for  an  ad  pitching  1992-S  proof 
singles.  The  ad  pictures  a 1992-S  proof  Kennedy  Half,  and  reads:  "Be  the  first 
on  your  block.  Who  else  has  these?"  The  Story  on  page  one  of  the  same  paper 
tells  us  that  a member  of  the  San  Francisco  mint’s  police  force  had  been 


1 "Coin  World"  (CW),  August  17,  1992,  pp.  42. 

2 "CW",  May  4,  1992,  pp.  18. 

3 "CW",  August  17,  1992,  pp.  45. 
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arrested  for  theft  of  an  undetermined  number  of  1992-S  proof  Kennedy  Halves, 
many  of  which  had  found  in  slot  machine  payoffs  at  a Reno  casino.  The  story 
also  mentions  that  900  1992-S  proof  sets  had  been  shipped  to  surprised 
collectors  who  had  ordered  1991-S  proof  sets. 4 

The  "Allan  Hager  Memorial  English  as  She  is  Spoke"  award  goes  to  F. 
J.  Vollmer  & Co.  for  running  an  ad  that  announced  a "Sell  on  Eisenhower 
Dollars"  and  "The  'Big’  Gold  Give-a-Way"  on  P.  C.  G.  S.  graded  U.S.  Gold 
Type  Coins."  Judge’s  comment:  Beware  of  accepting  "gifts"  from  any  company 
that  charges  between  $448  and  $17,900  to  "give"  you  coins.  5 

The  "Roseanne  Barr  Arnold  Award  For  Good  Taste  In  Advertising"  goes 
to  CompuGrade  for  their  full-page  depiction  of  Joan  of  Arc  being  immolated, 
with  the  touching  inscription:  "Before  CompuGrade,  Saints  Were  Often 

Misjudged."  This  was  followed  by  the  equally  tasteful  warning:  "Don’t  Get 
Burned!"  Judge’s  comment:  CompuGrade’s  motto  is  "Because  to  Err  is 

Human."  Our  experience  is  "To  Really  Screw  Up,  You  Need  a Computer!"  6 7 

The  "Jumbo  Shrimp  Award  for  Accuracy  in  Naming"  goes  to  Wall  Street 
Rare  Coins,  Inc.  of-Hollywood,  Florida!"  1 . 

The  "Rarer  by  the  Billion"  award  goes  to  double  winner  Washington 
Rare  Coin  Center,  which  began  with  the  salivary  header:  "Our  Latest  Crop  of 
Mouth-Watering  Rare  Beauties..."  The  copy  goes  on  to  proclaim  that  they  offer 
"rare,  scarce,  and  unique  coins.  Lincoln  cents-a  sleeper  in  the  market  place  a 
most  undervalued  series,  highly  collected,  but  seldom  found."  Judge’s  comment: 
among  the  "unique"  and  "seldom  found"  Lincoln  Cents  offered  are  1909  VDB’s, 
1943-Ds,  and  1938  proofs!  8 

4 Numismatic  News  (NN),  April  21,  1992,  pp.  13. 

5 "CW",  April  20,  1992,  pp.  30. 

6 "CW",  February  24,  1992,  pp.  53. 

7 "CW",  March  9,  1992,  pp.  46. 

8 "CW"  April  6,  1992,  pp.  21. 
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The  Academy  is  pleased  to  once  more  bestow  the  "Conspicuous 
Disregard  of  Objective  Reality"  award  upon  the  enigmatically  named  E.  D.  L. 
of  Havertown,  Pennsylvania,  who  copped  honors  in  the  same  category  in 
inaugural  Shammies  in  1990.  Once  again,  he  is  trying  to  shill  "the  Leading  USA 
Double  Eagle  of  1850.  This  is  the  famous  and  glamorous  Gulf  & 
Western/Simon  & Schuster  logo  coin  in  their  perennial  two  coin  catalogues!" 
In  order  to  close  the  sale,  E.  D.  L adds,  with  characteristic  restraint,  "I  think 
this  is  the  best  coin  in  the  world!  I’ve  taken  the  liberty  to  break  the  MS-70 
barrier  and  grade  this  coin  MS-75,  better  than  perfect  because  it  literally  is!" 
Judge’s  comment:  This  coin  truly  is  better  than  perfect,  for  it  is  capable  of 
improving  its  appearance.  In  the  February  21,  1990  issue  of  CW,  E.  D.  L. 
described  this  same  coin  as  having  a "few  gentle,  nicely  located  'hallmarks’  on 
this  honest  business  strike."  9 

The  "Completely  Sold  Out-Sort  of  Award  goes  to  Paul  Sims,  Inc.,  for 
marketing  "Complete  Sets  of  Roman  Dated  U.  S.  Quarter  Gold  Coinage."  Sims 
& Co.  assert  that  these  sets  were  sold  out,  but  they  have  "restocked  to  the 
extent  it  was  possible..."  They  go  on  to  say  that  they  have  a mere  100  sets 
available.  Judge’s  comment:  the  ad’s  headline,  at  least,  is  accurate: 

"Absolutely  Nuts."  10 

The  "Dan  Quayle’s  Potatoe"  award  goes  to  The  Connoisseur’s  Club,  for 
depicting  a "Year  of  the  Monkey"  .999  silver  round  with  the  female  figure’s 
breast  demurely  covered  by  the  word  "cencored." *  11 

The  "But  We  Wouldn’t  Recommend  If  award  goes  to  perennial 
Shammies  winner  David  Hall,  who  says  of  an  1831  Bust  Dime  he  is  trying  to 
unload  on  some  naif:  "You  could  shave  on  the  devices."  12 


9 "CW"  April  20,  1992,  pp.  44. 

10  "NN"  April  7,  1992,  pp.  11. 

11  "CW"  April  6,  1992,  pp.  39. 

12  "CW"  April  6,  1992,  pp.  41. 
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The  "Bill  Clinton  Memorial  Family  Values"  award  goes  to  Southern  Coin 
Investment  for  hyping  .999  silver  bars  showing  full  frontal  nudity  (although 
"tastefully"  censored  in  the  ad).  13. 

This  completes  another  edition  of  the  Shammies.  Plan  to  be  with  us 
next  year  to  celebrate  the  fifth  anniversary  edition  of  the  best  of  the  worst  in 
numismatic  advertising. 

13.  "CW"  April  6,  1992,  pp.  50. 

We  would  be  remiss  in  not  noting  to  our  readers  that  this  column  was 
received  from  the  writer  in  early  December  just  as  Doug  Winter  laid  claim  to  the 
Muhammad  Ali  " I am  the  greatest”  award,  not  just  for  1992  but  for  all  time.  We 
imagine  that  most  readers  of  Coin  World  have  seen  and  have  chuckled  over 
Winter's  ads  proclaiming  "I  know  more  about  rare  date  gold  than  anyone  else. " 


Book  Review 

Pete  Smith 

Davis,  Charles:  American  Numismatic  Literature,  An  Annotated  Survey  of 
Auction  Sales  1980-1991,  Lincoln,  Massachusetts,  Quarterman  Publications, 
1992,  Quarto,  (9)  218  pages. 

"Perhaps  only  during  the  past  ten  years  have  we  barely  begun  to 
appreciate  this  corpus  we  call  numismatic  literature."  This  statement  by  Davis 
applies  to  his  topic  and  also  applies  to  his  book.  Davis  has  added  another 
important  title  to  the  growing  list  of  references  on  numismatic  literature. 

This  book  begins  with  a five  page  preface  and  review  of  literature  written 
about  literature.  Davis  describes  the  evolution  of  published  references  on 
American  numismatics.  Until  recently  bibliographies  and  references  about  this 
literature  have  been  weak  or  absent.  They  did  not  describe  the  quality  of 
contents.  It  was  the  intent  of  the  author  to  partially  fill  this  gap  in  information. 
He  explains  his  attempt  to  list  the  major  out-of-print  titles  on  American 
Numismatics  using  excerpts  on  more  than  a hundred  mail  bid  and  auction  sales 
conducted  by  seventeen  companies.  He  noted  sales  conducted  between  January 
1980  and  late  1991.  This  period  represents  a time  for  the  emergence  of 
extensive  literature  sales  with  adequate  descriptions  and  notations. 

The  main  text  is  presented  in  two  columns.  The  wider  left  column 
include  sales  excerpts  for  1208  titles.  The  emphasis  is  on  rare  or  scarce  titles 
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and  on  the  most  important  catalogues.  Listings  are  condensed  quotations 
including  publication  dates,  editions,  size,  bindings,  and  in  some  cases  quantity 
printed.  Also  included  are  notes  on  the  sale  including  seller,  lot  number,  date 
of  sale  and  price  realized.  A few  items  are  noted  as  "no  sale  recorded." 

The  narrow  right  hand  column  includes  the  author’s  comments.  He 
includes  brief  descriptions  for  those  who  are  not  already  familiar  with  the 
works.  Much  of  this  information  has  never  before  appeared  in  print.  A 
description  of  the  method  of  plate  reproduction  and  listing  of  the  contents  of 
plates  is  included  for  the  rare  and  important  plated  catalogues. 

There  are  four  appendices  and  an  index.  The  first  appendix  lists  sale 
appearances  for  unplated  Woodward  and  Chapman  sales.  The  second  shows 
appearances  of  plated  Chapman  sales.  The  third  lists  ANS  Numismatic  Notes 
and  Monographs  but  without  sales  appearances.  The  final  appendix  lists  the 
literature  sales  that  comprised  the  survey.  The  index  lists  references  cited  in  the 
notes. 

Any  book  should  be  evaluated  on  its  success  in  accomplishing  stated 
goals.  Davis  stated  his  intentions  and  accomplished  what  he  set  out  to  do.  The 
presentation  of  the  material  is  good.  His  comments  are  insightful  and  relevant. 
Book  design,  layout  and  typography  are  excellent. 

The  only  criticism  would  relate  to  titles  excluded  or  sales  appearances 
omitted.  Many  additional  titles  and  catalogues  could  have  been  included.  The 
topic  is  large  enough  for  a book  twice  the  size.  If  a reader  is  left  wanting  more, 
it  is  a tribute  to  the  value  of  the  material  included. 

Having  more  than  a passing  interest  in  this  title,  we  did  not  feel  we  could  ethically 
edit  a review  of  it.  A workable  solution  was  developed  whereby  Pete  Smith,  who 
had  been  the  first  of  several  authors  who  wished  to  write  a review,  authored  the 
above,  and  Joel  Orosz,  our  previous  editor  reviewed  it.  We  publish  it  exactly  as 
it  was  received  from  Joel. 


Election  Report 

George  Kolbe,  Election  Committee  Chairman,  has  reported  the  results 
of  the  recent  N.B.S.  election.  Officers  re-elected  include  President  Scott  Rubin, 
V.P.  Wayne  Homren,  and  Board  Members  Armand  Champa,  Charles  Davis, 
Joel  Orosz,  and  Michael  Sullivan.  New  Officers  include  Secretary-Treasurer 
Frank  Van  Zandt  and  Board  Members  Michael  Hodder  and  Fred  Lake.  All 
officers  will  hold  their  positions  until  Spring,  1995.  We  are  very  much  gratified 
that  nearly  50%  of  the  membership  cast  ballots. 
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From  the  Editor 


H During  the  transfer  of  records  from  the  outgoing  Treasurer,  it  was 
determined  that  we  have  indeed  a treasure  trove  of  back  issues  of  The  Asylum. 
In  fact,  we  were  surprised  to  see  that  with  the  exception  of  the  first  three  issues 
(Volume  1),  a complete  original  run  is  available.  We  have  retained  several  sets 
for  the  Club’s  archives,  and  are  pleased  to  offer  the  balance  to  the  membership 
at  nominal  prices.  Please  address  your  request  to  the  Editor  and  add  shipping 
charges  of  $1.00  (1-5  copies),  $2.00  (6-10),  or  $3.00  (11  + ). 


Vol  1-1 

Summer  1980§ 

3.00 

Vol  6-4 

Winter  1988 

2.00 

Vol  1-2/3 

Fall  1980§ 

3.00 

Vol  7-1 

Spring  1989 

2.00 

Vol  1-4 

Summer  1981§ 

3.00 

Vol  7-2 

Summer  1989 

2.00 

Vol  2-1 

Spring  1982 

4.00 

Vol  7-3 

Autumn  1989 

2.00 

Vol  2-2 

Spring  1983 

4.00 

Vol  7-4 

Winter  1989 

2.00 

Vol  2-3 

Summer  1984; 

4.00 

Vol  8-1 

Spring  1990 

2.00 

Vol  2-4 

Fall  1984 

4.00 

Vol  8-2 

Summer  1990 

2.00 

Vol  3-1 

Spring  1985 

3.00 

Vol  8-3 

Autumn  1990 

2.00 

Vol  3-2 

Summer  1985 

3.00 

Vol  8-4 

Winter  1990 

2.00 

Vol  3-3/4 

Fall  1985 

3.00 

Vol  9-1 

Spring  1991 

2.00 

Vol  4-1/2 

Spring  1986 

2.00 

Vol  9-2 

Summer  1991 

2.00 

Vol  4-3 

Fall  1986 

2.00 

Vol  9-3 

ANA  Cent’l  1991 

2.00 

Vol  4-4 

Winter  1986 

2.00 

Vol  9-4 

Fall  1991 

2.00 

Vol  5-1 

Spring  1987 

2.00 

Vol  10-1 

Winter  1992 

2.00 

Vol  5-2 

Summer  1987 

2.00 

Vol  10-2 

Spring  1992; 

2.00 

Vol  5-3 

Autumn  1987 

2.00 

Vol  10-3 

Summer  1992 

2.00 

Vol  5-4 

Winter  1987 

2.00 

Vol  10-4 

Fall  1992 

2.00 

Vol  6-1 

Spring  1988 

2.00 

Vol  11-1 

Winter  1993 

2.00 

Vol  6-2 

Summer  1988 

2.00 

Index  1-5 

2.00 

Vol  6-3 

Autumn  1988 

2.00 

Index  6-10 

2.00 

Complete  set  of  41  issues  and  2 indices  as  listed  $80.00 


Available  in  photocopy  ^nly  a few  copies  remain 

U George  Kolbe  writes:  I note  that  Frank  Van  Zandt  has  been  elected 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  N.B.S.  and  wish  him  congratulations  and  good  luck.  I 
am  concerned,  however,  about  his  qualifications.  How  can  someone  who  lives 
on  his  own  street  be  considered  a numismatic  bibliophile  when  he  doesn’t  even 
have  a low  number? 

Our  new  Secretary-Treasurer  lives  at  6032  Van  Zandt  Road. 
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H Most  readers  are  aware  of  the  premier  numismatic  periodical  during  the 
middle  portion  of  the  twentieth  century  - The  Numismatic  Scrapbook.  Started 
by  Lee  Hewitt  in  1935,  it  was  purchased  by  Amos  Press  in  1968,  and  abruptly 
terminated  after  the  February  1976  issue.  A shame,  because,  the  February  issue 
bore  the  following  announcement  - Preview  of  Coming  Issues.  "March  Issue  - 
Books.  Our  March  issue  plunges  into  the  world  of  numismatic  literature  in  an 
attempt  to  take  a look  at  the  vast  proliferation  of  books  that  is  apparently 
making  today’s  collector  much  more  informed  about  his  hobby." 

U In  his  address  to  the  N.B.S.  General  Meeting  last  Summer,  John  Ford 
noted  that  the  Stacks  used  to  send  him  to  Philadelphia  to  cherry  pick  Ella 
Wright,  Henry  Chapman’s  secretary,  who  continued  to  run  the  business  after  his 
death  in  January  1935.  However,  as  illustrated  by  the  billhead  below,  it  would 
appear  that  everyone  got  a good  deal.  The  two  copper  nickel  Indian  Cents  sold 
by  Miss  Wright  for  80C  listed  for  $1.75  in  the  1940  Standard  Catalogue. 


FOUNDED  1875 

IMPORTER  OF 

DEALER  IN 

AND 

DEALER  IN 
ANCIENT 

HENRY  CHAPMAN 

AMERICAN 
COINS  AND  MEDALS 
ESPECIALLY 

GREEK  AND  ROMAN 

IN  FINE  AND  RARE 

COINS 

Sfainiamatint 

SPECIMENS 

ENGLISH. 

PAPER  MONEY 

CONTINENTAL  AND 

NUMISMATIC  BOOKS 

ORIENTAL 

COLLECTIONS 

COINS  AND  MEDALS 
MEMBER  OF 

No.  333  SOUTH  SIXTEENTH  STREET 

CATALOGUED  FOR 
SALE  AT  AUCTION. 

AMERICAN 

PHILADELPHIA 

EXPERT 

NUMISMATIC 

APPRAISEMENTS 

ASSOCIATIONS 

REGISTERED  CABLE  ADDRESS:  " MON  ETA.  PHILADELPHIA" 

MADE 

DELL  PHONE.  PENNYPACKER  7752 


Wat oh  8th,  1940 


Mr-  John  V.  Miller, 

113  McKean  Ave. , 

Charleroi,  Penna. 

Dr»  to  Henry  Chapman, 

1862  cent,  uncirculated, 

1864  cent,  copper  nickel.  Uncirculated, 

1928  Cent,  Uncirculated, 


.40 

.40 

.20 


J-TT 


ReceiTed  payment, 

Uj 

Thank  you. 
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H George  Kolbe  has  announced  that  he  has  reached  an  agreement  with  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  to  hold  an  officially  sanctioned  A.NA..  Sale 
of  Numismatic  Literature  during  the  Annual  Convention  in  each  of  the  next 
three  years.  This  first  ever  A.NA.  Book  Sale  will  be  held  during  this  year’s 
convention  in  Baltimore,  Friday  July  30  at  2:00.  We  are  certain  that  those  of 
you  who  have  never  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  a Kolbe  book  sale  in  New 
York  or  California  will  find  this  an  exciting  event. 

II  Fred  Lake  passed  on  to  us  the  following  quote  from  the  book  Confessions 
of  a Literary  Archaeologist,  written  by  his  non  relative  Carlton  Lake: 

"The  mustiness  of  an  old  book  store  is  the  catnip  of  the  bibliomaniac." 


U We  have  just  returned  from  the  Early  American  Coppers  Club 
Convention  held  just  outside  Dallas  Forth  Worth  with  just  a few  bibliophilic 
notes  of  interest,  certainly  nothing  to  compare  with  last  year’s  trip  to  St  Louis. 
While  we  had  not  allowed  enough  time  to  look  for  old  book  stores,  we  were 
presented  with  a nice  little  cache  of  B.  Max  Mehl  material.  Several  mint  copies 
of  the  French  collection,  a mint  Ten  Eyck,  an  equally  nice  Dunham  sale,  a 
Wurtzbach  with  Mehl’s  bold  signature  on  the  title  page,  and  a Star  Coin  Book 
Junior  had  all  been  found  in  one  local  shop  by  an  E.A.C.  member  who  brought 
them  to  the  convention  timidly  asking  if  they  were  worth  anything.  Obviously 
Mehl  material,  perhaps  cleaned  out  of  attics  by  previous  customers  or  surviving 
members  of  the  Mehl  family  continues  to  surface. 

The  second  news  item  that  we  should  report  involves  the  prices  being  paid 
at  the  E A.C.  auctions  for  the  hardbound  editions  of  the  Chris  McCawley  - Bob 
Grellman  Copper  Only  sales.  For  each  of  these  seven  sales,  ten  catalogues 
were  prepared  in  cloth  with  color  glossy  photographic  plates  being  bound  in 
over  the  halftones  found  in  the  regular  copies.  Copies  Nel-2  are  being  retained 
by  the  cataloguers  while  copies  N®3-9  have  been  distributed  to  consignors  and 
buyers.  Only  copies  Nc10  of  each  catalogue  have  been  made  available  with 
Messrs  McCawley  and  Grellman  donating  them  to  the  last  two  E.A.C.  auction 
where  they  have  brought  an  average  of  $325.00  per  catalogue. 

H The  April  22  Wall  Street  Journal  reported  that  auction  house  Christies 
International  PLC  had  purchased  the  London  based  Spink  & Son,  Ltd. 
According  to  Christies,  to  avoid  the  possible  conflict  of  interest  possible  when 
an  auction  house  also  has  a retail  group,  Spink  will  be  run  as  a separate  division 
of  Christies  with  its  own  board.  We  wish  Douglas  Saville,  who  heads  up  the 
rare  book  and  publishing  area  at  Spink,  the  best  in  this  new  alliance. 


Spring,  1993 
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H If  you  are  attending  the  A.N.A.  Convention  in  Baltimore  July  27-August 
1,  please  remember  that  this  is  the  second  year  of  the  officially  sanctioned 
exhibit  category  for  Numismatic  Literature.  Details  for  entering  an  exhibit  may 
be  obtained  from  the  A.N.A.,  but  please  bear  in  mind  the  June  1 deadline  for 
registering.  While  plans  for  the  annual  N.B.S.  Symposium  Thursday  (July  29) 
are  still  incomplete,  we  have  arranged  to  have  George  Fuld  be  the  lead  speaker 
at  the  N.B.S.  General  meeting  (Friday  July  30). 

II  Dave  Bowers  wrote  the  following  concerning  Ken  Bressett’s  paper  on 
Unusual  Whitman  publications  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Asylum. 

"In  the  1950’s,  Ken  mentioned  that  Whitman  was  looking  for  new  avenues 
for  profit,  and  I facetiously  suggested  that  if  he  accepted  advertising  for  the 
’Guide  Book’  this  would  be  a good  way.  Soon,  arriving  in  the  mail  was  a 
specially  pasted-up  copy  of  their  current  ’Guide  Book’  with  our  advertising 
inserted  on  the  endpapers. 

"On  another  time,  we  discussed  the  nickname  "Redbook."  Ken  had  one 
bound  in  a special  grey  cover  - just  like  the  regular  one  with  gold  stamping  - 
and  sent  it  to  me."  [Ken  Bressett,  in  a separate  letter,  recalls  that  Dave  Bowers 
returned  the  favor  by  having  a 1977  edition  specially  bound  in  fur,  a present 
Ken  still  treasures.] 

H Scott  Rubin  provided  several  observations  regarding  William  Malkmus’ 
article  on  The  Numismatic  Messenger. 

"While  the  publication  was  mostly  dealing  with  foreign  coinage 
publications,  there  were  some  interesting  U.S.  related  subjects.  One,  his  ’Table 
of  the  Coinage  of  the  United  States  of  America’  listed  the  mints  for  which 
denominations  were  coined  each  year,  correct  today  except  for  the  recent 
discovery  of  the  1870-S  Half  Dime.  The  publishers  later  sold  22x28"  copies  of 
this  chart  for  $3.00. 

"In  addition,  in  the  April  1972  issue,  there  was  a review  of  U.S. 
numismatic  literature  including  titles  by  James  Snowden,  Sylvester  Crosby,  A.M. 
Smith,  David  Watson,  Frank  Stewart,  and  Don  Taxay.  In  the  February  1972 
issue,  there  was  even  an  article  by  Diana  Castenholz  on  Counterfeiting  in 
Colonial  and  Revolutionary  America." 
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From  the  President 

P.  Scott  Rubin 

I would  like  to  recognize  all  of  you  who  took  part  in  our  recent  N.B.S. 
election.  All  of  the  nominees  were  well  qualified,  and  the  voter  turnout  was 
extraordinary.  I would  like  to  thank  all  the  candidates  for  running  and  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  them  in  futures  issues  of  The  Asylum. 

I would  like  to  welcome  our  three  new  officers,  Frank  Van  Zandt,  our 
new  Secretary  Treasurer,  and  Board  Members  Fred  Lake  and  Michael  Hodder. 
As  President,  I feel  these  three  individuals  plus  our  returning  officers  make 
N.B.S.  a strong  organization. 

At  the  A.NA.  Convention  in  Baltimore,  I look  forward  to  seeing  some  of 
our  members  exhibit  in  the  Numismatic  Literature  category.  Support  for  this 
award  originated  from  this  club,  and  I feel  we  must  show  interest  in  taking  part. 
Last  year’s  winner  was  our  Vice  President  Wayne  Homren,  and  I would  like  to 
see  an  N.B.S.  member  win  again  this  year. 

In  closing,  it  was  with  much  sadness  that  I learned  of  the  passing  of 
Walter  Breen.  I feel  numismatics  has  lost  its  greatest  writer/researcher/ 
cataloguer.  While  there  are  others  who  do  each  of  these  extremely  well,  Walter 
was  the  one  who  put  numismatic  publications  in  a class  to  be  envied  by  other 
hobbies.  His  Encyclopediae  have  become  The  Books  in  American  numismatics. 
I am  sure  that  each  of  us  in  our  own  way  will  miss  Walter. 


f SAN  FERNANDO  BOOK  GO?\ 


Specializing  in 

Numismatics,  Antiques  O Collectibles 
(SIS)  362-2273 


WESTCHESTER  FAIRE 
ANTIQUE  MALL 
8655  South  Sepulveda  Blvd. 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90045 
'A  Mile  North  of  LAX  Airport 
large  Select  inn  oj 
Numismatic  Dunks 


SHERMAN  OAKS 
ANTIQUE  MALL 
14034  Ventura  Blvd. 
Sherman  Oaks,  CA  91423 
Near  Hnzeltine 
large  Selection  oj 
Books  on  Collectibles 
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16th 

NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 
MAIL  BID  SALE 


YOU  WONT  WANT  TO  MISS  THIS  ONE  !! 


Featured  are  early  copies  of  "THE  NUMISMATIST"  from  the 
1890’s,  "THE  AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  NUMISMATICS",  some 
of  the  first  issues  of  "THE  NUMISMATIC  SCRAPBOOK",  a nearly 
complete  run  of  Scott’s  "COIN  COLLECTOR’S  JOURNAL" 
(including  the  very  scarce  13th  volume  bound  in  the  original 
publisher’s  cloth). 

Over  one  thousand  lots  of  numismatic  books,  auction  catalogs, 
fixed  price  lists,  token  and  medal  reference  material  and  other 
related  subjects. 

Rarely  seen  auction  catalogs  (some  plated)  from  many  of  the 
dealers  of  the  1800’s  will  also  be  offered.  There  is  much,  much 
more  to  help  you  build  your  numismatic  library.  The  closing  date 
is  August  14,  1993.  Send  for  your  catalog  soon. 

NBS  members  may  request  a complimentary  copy 

Send  your  name  and  address  to: 

FRED  L.  LAKE  - FUNCTION  ASSOCIATES 
6822  22nd  Avenue  North  - Suite  218 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33710 
(813)  343-8055 

Member  NBS,  NLG,  ANA,  ANS,  EAC,  FUN 
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Numismatic  News 
comes  highly  recommended 


"NUMISMATIC  NEWS  is  always  informative  and 
well  written.  I highly  recommend  subscribing 
to  it.  It  is  a welcome  visitor  to  my  mailbox  each 
week." 

David  Morice,  Iowa 


When  something  is  good,  you  can 
bet  people  will  recommend  it.  That's 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS  your  complete 
hobby  weekly. 

In  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  you  can 

count  on  the  latest  news  first;  the 
hobby's  most  respected  value  guide, 
"Coin  Market;"  the  field's  only  full- 
time  Washington  Bureau  to  keep  you 
on  top  of  vital  Mint  news;  the  hobby's 
most  experienced  staff;  trustworthy 
advertisers  who  deliver  what  they 
promise;  and  the  com  industry's  most 
complete  show  calendar.  Plus,  as  a 
special  bonus,  you'll  receive  a FREE 
classified  ad  every  week  as  a 
subscriber.  That's  a s260  yearly 
value  that  more  than  pays  for  your 
subscription  several  times  over. 


For(  \Vnr#K 


M SRM  , 


numismatic  IlCWf 

FEATURING  COIN  MARKET  ■ VV  W 


nidmsbcsj||s 


700  E.  State  Street, 
lola,  Wl  54990 


I 


□ YES!  Sign  me  up  for  NUMISMATIC  NEWS!  □ Check  or  Money  order 
20  issues  jUSt  s995  □ MasterCard  □ VISA 

Payable  in  U S.  lunds.  Wrile  lor  foreign  rales.  Credit  Card  No 


Name 


' i Address. 


Expires:  Mo. 
Signature  — 


Yr. 


i | City. 


State 


Zip. 


Phone  No 

Mail  with  payment  to  Numismatic  News,  Circulation  Dept 
700  E State  St . lota.  Wl  54990  GN8 


I 


I 
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1 

is 

l| 
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BOOKS 

current,  out-of-print,  antiquarian,  fine  editions 

CATALOGS 

auction  catalogs,  price  lists 

PERIODICALS 

journals,  dealer  publications 
are  regularly  offered  in  our  catalogs. 

We  try  to  be  the  major  North  American  source  for  books  related  to 
British  numismatics.  We  have  also  begun  publishing  specialized 
references.  Our  update  and  reprint  of  Dalton  and  Hamer's  reference  on 
18th  Century  British  trade  tokens  was  nominated  for  the  1991  I.A.P.N. 
Book  of  the  Year  award. 

We  specialize  in  British  coins  and  tokens  and  ancient  Greek  and  Roman 
coins.  We  also  handle  books  related  to  ancient  coins  andclassical 
European  numismatics. 

We  are  interested  in  purchasing  books,  catalogs  and  periodicals  related 
to  these  series. 

Our  coin  catalogs  discuss  the  background  and  history  of  the  coins  we 
sell.  Catalogs  are  available  for  $15  per  year  or  $2  for  a sample  copy. 


"Davissons 

Ltd 


Allan  and  Mamie  Davisson 
Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 
(612)  685-3835 
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* The  Money  Tree 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
Office:  (216)  333-3444 
JL  Fax:  (216)  333-4463 

Instead  of 

"Buy  the  book,  before  you  buy  the  coin" 

Change  it  to 

"Contact  The  Money  Tree  before 
You  buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin." 


The  Money  Tree 


Dealers  in  Important  and  Rare 
Numismatic  Literature 
We  Buy,  Sell,  and  Auction  Worthwhile 
Collections  and  Libraries 

Myron  Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe 
Members:  ANA,  NLG,  NBS,  ANS,  EAC 
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Now  Available 

American  Numismatic  Literature 

edited  by  Charles  Davis 

American  Numismatic  Literature  is  a compilation  of  extracts  from 
over  100  auction  sales  of  numismatic  literature  coupled  with  the  editor’s 
observations  as  to  numismatic  quality,  utility,  and  rarity.  Over  3,500 
listings  and  1,200  titles  important  for  American  numismatic  research 
including  standard  references,  monographs,  periodicals,  and  sale  catalogues 
are  listed  with  our  notes  of  numismatic  merit,  quality  of  production, 
binding  or  textual  variants,  or  bits  of  related  numismatic  lore.  And  for 
plated  catalogues,  we  have  reported  coins  depicted  on  photographic  plates. 
The  book  is  8h  x 11"  format,  230  pages  and  has  been  published  by 
Quarterman.  The  following  unsolicited  comments  were  received  from 
individuals  who  paid  full  price  for  their  books. 

"I  was  truly  impressed  by  the  depth  of  information  provided,  mostly 
importantly,  your  research  notes."  ...  Rick  Bagg 

"What  a great  work.  When  it  arrived,  I stopped  everything  and  spent  an 
hour  or  more  looking  through  it."  ...  Q.  David  Bowers 

"I  appreciate  the  marginal  notes.  They’re  priceless.  This  is  a book  I have 
needed  for  years,  even  though  I did  not  know  it.  The  information  on 
variants,  re-prints,  and  contents  is  more  than  extremely  useful.  For  me, 
it  is  indispensable."  ...  Michael  Hodder 

"I  congratulate  you  on  amassing  and  refining  numismatic  literature  into  a 
scholarly  and  fascinating  commentary,  a permanent  contribution  to 
numismatic  knowledge."  ...  Eric  Newman 

Offered  only  by  the  undersigned 

• Black  cloth,  500  copies  $85.00 

• Half  leather,  marbled  endpapers,  slightly  larger  paper,  bound  by 

Alan  Grace,  limited  to  35  numbered  copies  $225.00 

Charles  Davis 

P.O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  MA  01984 

Fax:  (508)  468-7893  Tel:  (508)  468-2933 

ANA  60027  ANS  NBS  NLG  EAC  142 


Spring,  1993 
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AUCTION  CATALOGS 

that  have  become 

IMPORTANT  REFERENCES 

Superior  Galleries.  The  Irving  Goodman  Collection  of  Russian  Coinage. 
Feb.  11-12,  1991.  120  pp,  1767  lots,  illus,  six  superb  color  plates,  prl. 
Quarto.  Brown  leatherette  gilt,  color  illustrated  dust  jacket.  As  new.  The 
special  hardbound  edition.  One  of  the  finest  Russian  cabinets  ever  sold  at 
auction,  replete  with  mint  state  and  proof  specimens.  $40.  [softbound  $20.] 

Superior  Galleries.  The  Irving  Goodman  Collection  of  Chinese  Coinage. 
June  3-4,  1991.  156  pp,  2105  lots,  illus,  5 superb  color  plates,  prl.  Quarto. 
Red  leatherette  gilt,  color  illustrated  dust  jacket.  As  new.  The  special 
hardbound  edition.  From  the  sale  introduction,  " This  is  undeniably  the 
greatest  collection  of  [modem]  Chinese  formed  outside  of  China.9  $40. 
[softbound  $20.] 

Superior  Galleries  is  in  our  opinion  without  peer  when  it  comes  to  color 
photography.  The  color  illustrations  in  the  Goodman  catalogs  are  absolutely 
stunning. 

Superior  Galleries  in  collaboration  with  Bank  Leu  Numismatics.  The 

Abraham  Bromberg  Collection  of  Jewish  Coins,  Parts  I-II.  Dec.  5, 1991  and 
Dec.  10,  1992.  154,  147,  (1)  pp,  626  lots,  every  lot  illustrated  above  the 
descriptions,  prl’s.  Quarto.  Matching  blue  cloth  lettered  in  white,  dust 
jackets.  As  new.  The  special  hardbound  editions.  Ancient  coinage  expertly 
cataloged  with  good  historical  information.  Set  of  2 catalogs  $100. 
[softbound  set  $35.] 

Prices  are  postpaid,  bookrate  insured,  in  North  America.  Add  $5.  per 
volume  overseas  (surface  parcel  post). 

Available  properly  packaged  from: 


JOHN  F.  BERGMAN 

4223  Iroquois  Ave. 
Lakewood,  CA  90713  USA 
Tel:  310-421-0171  Fax:  310-421-2208 
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SPINK  & SON  LTD.  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SW1Y  6QS. 
TEL:  071-930  7888.  FAX:  071-839  4853.  TELEX:  916711. 

English  Paintings  and  Watercolours  • Silver,  Jewellery  and  Paperweights 
Oriental,  Asian  and  Islamic  Art  • Textiles  • Medals  • Coins  • Bullion  • Banknotes 


